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EACHONE ~ TEACH ONE

Hivemind

NEVER TOO COLD FOR LEARNING

Despite the cold and rainy start to 2024, we have hit the ground run-
ning! Planning is underway for our 5th annual Kentucky Derby Party with
Hat-i-tude (pg. 2). Keep an eye out for more information, coming soon!
2024 has also brought changes to our Board of Directors. Long time sup-
porters and officers Don Doering and Nan Lund are cycling off (pg.3), but
we are excited to welcome new faces to the board (pg. 5). We are also
taking some time to look back on 2023 and how our English as a Second
Language program has changed this past year (pg. 4).

2024 is an election year! Early voting for the primary election begins
February 15 (pg. 4). Is your new year’s resolution to learn a new lan-
guage? Then join us for our Spanglish Conversations class at Rufty-
Holmes Senior Center (pg. 5). As always, we are looking for new volun-
teer tutors. If you have 90 minutes a week to change a life, give our

office a call!
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HATITUDE 2024: BACK AND BIGGER THAN EVER

Save the date for our 2024 Kentucky Derby Party
with Hat-i-tude Fundraiser! This year marks the
5th annual Hat-i-tude and the 150th anniversary
of the Kentucky Derby.

The fundraiser will be held on Saturday, May 4th
at the Hambley-Wallace House from 5:30pm until
8:00pm.

The event will center around a viewing of the
Kentucky Derby and include a Most Creative and

Derby Day: 2023 attendees posing for a picture.

Most Stylish hat contest, as well as other exciting
race-day activities.

Guests may enter a Win-Place-Show drawing with
great prizes. There will also be prizes for most
stylish hat and most creative hat, so don’t be
afraid to “go big.”

Be on the lookout for ticket and more infor-

Most Creative Hat 2023: Tracy McMillin and
mation coming soon.

her bird of paradise hat.

“When I was a boy and I would see scary things in the news, my
mother would say to me, ‘Look for the helpers. You will always find

people who are helping.”
—Fred Rogers

LIBRARY HQ HOURS
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday @ Sunday
9:00am- 9:00am- | 9:00 am - 9:00 am - 9:00am- | 9:00 am - Closed
9:00 pm 9:00 pm 9:00 pm 6:00 pm 6:00 pm 6:00 pm

UPCOMING RPL HOLIDAYS/CLOSURES

March 29 & 30 Closed—Good Friday

May 27 Closed—Memorial Day




RCLC BOARD NAMES NEW PRESIDENT AND VICE PRESIDENT

This year, while we welcome new faces to the RCLC
Board of Directors, we have to say goodbye to some
of our biggest cheerleaders.

Don Doering joined the Rowan County Literacy
Council as a tutor in 2013. He joined the board in
2018, and became president in 2019. So far, he has
logged over 2,500 tutoring hours and countless vol-
unteer hours. Doering earned RCLC’s highest award,
the Catherine B. Safrit Award for Extraordinary Vol-
unteer Service in 2018.

Dr. Nan Lund joined the Literacy Council as a tutor in
2002. Shortly after, Lund became a tutor trainer and
served her first term on the Board of Directors be-
ginning in 2006. So far, she has logged over 2,500
tutoring hours and an untold amount of volunteer
hours for fundraising, board meetings, trainings, and
more. Lund also earned the Catherine B. Safrit
award in 2006.

Although they are leaving the Board of Directors,
Don and Nan will continue to work with their stu-
dents at the library. If you see them, stop and say
thank you for all of their hard work!

Filling these large shoes will be Allison Doby and
Daniel Wallace. Allison first joined the board in
2021. She grew up in Salisbury, graduating from East
Rowan High School in 2002. After earning her bache-
lor’s degree from UNC Greensboro and masters de-
gree from UNC Charlotte, Allison served as a school
counselor at West Rowan and Salisbury High
Schools. She currently serves as the Director of Ad-
mission at Salisbury Academy.

Daniel Wallace joined the RCLC board in 2023. Dan-
iel is an attorney at Wallace and Graham in Salis-
bury. He earned his undergraduate degree from NC
State University and his juris doctorate from the
Charlotte School of Law.

Please join us in thanking all board members for
their commitment to improving literacy in our com-
munity.

All Star Volunteers: (Left to Right) Nan Lund
with Donald Doering and Executive Director
Laurel Harry at the 2022 Hat-i-tude fundraiser.

All smiles for RCLC: (Left to Right) Allison Doby
with board member Davian Ellison at the 2022

Hat-i-tude fundraiser.

Volunteer fun: (Left to Right) RCLC Board Treasur-
er Carol Lewis with Daniel Wallace at the 2023

Hat-i-tude fundraiser.



EARLY VOTING BE-
GINS FEBRUARY 15

Voting is one of the most
important rights of all U.S.
citizens, and a responsibility
that our newest citizens take
on with great respect and

anticipation.

Early voting for the 2024
primary election begins on
Thursday, February 15th, and
ends at 3pm on Saturday
March 2nd.

Three early voting sites will
be open for the primary elec-
tion: the Rowan County
Board of Elections Office in
Salisbury, the Rowan Public
Library South Branch in China
Grove, and the Rockwell

American Legion in Rockwell.

Sites will be open from
8:00am until 7:30pm on
weekdays. Early Voting is also
available on Saturdays Febru-
ary 17th and March 2nd from
8:00am until 3:00pm, and
Sunday, February 18th from
1:00pm until 5:00pm.

Same day registration is per-
mitted during Early Voting.
All NC voters will be asked to
show photo ID when they
check in to vote.

Election Day is Tuesday,
March 5th. Sample ballots
and more information can be
found on the State Board of

Elections website: ncsbe.gov.

The Buzz

ADULT ESL PROGRAM SNAPSHOT

2023 was an unprecedented year for the Rowan County Literacy Council. In
2023, 82 students registered for the first time. This represents a 64% in-
crease in first-time students compared to 2022.

Additionally, we have seen a demographic shift amongst our English as a
Second Language students. Currently, the most represented country in our
English as a Second Language (ESL) program is Mexico, followed closely by
Ukraine. Each country represents about one-third of our current ESL stu-
dent population. Overall, 14 countries are currently represented across our
adult programs. Our waitlist includes students from the countries listed in
the chart below and an additional 8 countries. Combined, that makes 22

countries represented in our adult programs.

ESL instruction is critical to our mission. If you haven’t worked with an ESL
student yet, now’s a great time to jump in! No foreign language experience
is required. We have many available resources to help you and your student

meet the challenge.

Primary Election Day is
Tuesday, March 5th.

COUNTRIES REPRESENTED IN ESL PROGRAM
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Countries currently represented in RCLC’s English as a Second Language program

as percentages of the total ESL program population.




NEW BOARD
MEMBERS

The Rowan County Literacy
Council would like to welcome
Kaisha Brown, Karen Puckett,
Vincia Benjamin Miller, and
Teresa Ochoa Cofer to our
board of directors.

Vincia Benjamin Miller is the
Philanthropy Coordinator for
Novant Health Rowan Medical
Center Foundation. Vincia is
also a member of the Board of
Directors for Communities in
Schools Rowan and Terrie Hess
Child Advocacy Center.

Karen Puckett is a retired Me-
dia Specialist and English as a
Second Language Teacher with
Rowan-Salisbury Schools. Karen is
also an active volunteer in the

community.

Kaisha Brown is a Communications
Specialist for the City of Salisbury.
Kaisha also serves as a crisis coun-
selor volunteer, a member of the
Board of Directors for Rowan
County United Way and is a mem-
ber of the Rowan Rotary.

Teresa Ochoa Cofer is a former
RCLC student who is now re-
turning to RCLC as a Board
Member. Teresa holds a Ph.D.
in Social Anthropology.

Leaving the RCLC board are
Don Doering, Nan Lund, and
Bonnie Harrell. We thank
them for their dedication to
RCLC, and we wish them the
best in their future endeav-
ors.

New Board Members: (Top to

Bottom) Vincia Benjamin Miller,
Karen Puckett, Kaisha Brown,

and Teresa Ochoa Cofer.

SPANGLISH CLASS
OPENS DOOR FOR
CONVERSATION

Our Spanglish Conversa-
tions class at Rufty Holmes
Senior Center is giving Eng-
lish and Spanish speakers
the opportunity to practice
their Spanish or English with
native speakers.

Students in the class partici-
pate in different activities
each week. Recently, stu-
dents have been working
with partners to practice
common conversational

topics.

Students have also dis-
cussed music, dance, food,
and other cultural differ-

ences.

Spanglish Class meets at
Rufty-Holmes Senior Center
(1120 Martin Luther King Jr.
Ave S.) in Salisbury on Fri-
days at 10:30am. All adults
interested in learning Eng-
lish or Spanish are welcome
and pre-registration is not

required.

Learning together: Spanglish

Class picture from August 2023.




RCLC WHO’S WHO
2024 Board of Directors:
Allison Doby-President
Daniel Wallace-Vice President
Macon Stewart-Secretary
Carol Lewis-Treasurer

Scott Maddox

Davian Ellison

Alissa Redmond

Ana Avila Araniba

Kaisha Brown

Karen Puckett

Teresa Ochoa Cofer

Vincia Benjamin Miller
Staff:

Laurel Harry-Executive Director

Samantha Jones-Program Coordinator

Rowan County Literacy Council
201 W. Fisher St.
P.O. Box 95
Salisbury, NC 28145

Phone: 704-216-8266
E-mail: info@rcliteracy.org
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BY THE NUMBERS...

There are currently 103 active pairs in across our

Adult and Youth programs.

RCLC experienced a 64% increase in new students
4% " o

13 students have already joined the waitlist
for 2024. If you would like to volunteer with us for

2024, please give our office a call.
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Mailing Address Line 2
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