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A NEW ERA BEGINS

It has been an exciting summer in the Literacy Council office! This July,
we said goodbye to our Executive Director Laurel Harry as she entered
into retirement (pg. 2). Laurel has been a fixture in the RCLC office for
several years and she will be missed by staff, tutors, and students alike.
While we are sad to see Laurel go, we are also very excited to welcome
Christina Rary to the team (pg. 4). Christina comes to RCLC with a depth
of knowledge and experience in education and nonprofit management.

In August, we celebrated our volunteers (pg. 3) and held our Annual
Meeting to recap 2023 (pg. 5). As we look towards the fall, Election Day
is almost upon us! Early voting begins October 17th (pg. 5).

It’s almost time for the 21st Annual Scrabble Scramble! This year’s event
will take place on September 19 at Trinity Oaks. Registration and tickets
are available now on our website.

MILESTONES

Obtained Driver’s License: One of Laurel

Harry’s students.

Completed a workbook: Wendy Campbell’s
student, two of Laurel Harry’s students, and
Diane Labovitz’s student.

Entered Employment: One of Jenny Hub-
bard’s students and Gloria Matthews’ stu-
dent.

Read a book for pleasure: One of Jenny

Hubbard’s students and Susan Carey’s stu-
dent.

Applied for Citizenship: Char Molrine’s
former student and Joel Scott’s student,
Lucy Everhart, has applied for Citizenship
and is studying tirelessly for the exam.
Good luck, Lucy!
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RCLC EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR HARRY RETIRES

This July, the Rowan County Literacy Council said
goodbye to our Executive Director, Laurel Harry.

Harry has been a fixture in the RCLC office for
more than seven years and has overseen growth
in our Youth and Adult Literacy programs and has
built out relationships with partner agencies in-
cluding Communities in Schools, Rufty-Holmes
Senior Center and Lutheran Services’ New Ameri-
cans Program. She inaugurated the popular Ken-
tucky Derby with Hat-i-tude Fundraiser, which is
now in its fifth year.

During her tenure, Harry embodied the ideal of
“each one, teach one,” and tutored multiple adult
and youth students, taught the Spanglish class at
Rufty-Holmes Senior Center, and served as a re-
source and mentor for many Literacy Council stu-
dents.

“I'm thrilled to entrust this small but incredibly
important organization to Christina Rary,” Harry
said. “Along with our entire board of directors, |
welcome her to the role and am excited for the
future of the organization under her strong lead-
ership.”

Thank you: The RCLC board recognized Harry’s
service with a luncheon on July 23. Left to right:
Teresa Cofer, Daniel Wallace, Carol Lewis, Ma-
con Stewart, Laurel Harry, Kaisha Brown, Christi-
na Rary, Samantha Jones, and Allison Doby.

Allison Doby, president of the board of directors
of RCLC said, “As we welcome our new executive
director, Christina Rary with open arms, we ex-
press our heartfelt gratitude to our outgoing lead-
er, Laurel Harry. Laurel brought us innovative
ideas and led us toward a path of success with
her dedication and guidance.”

“Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, concerned citizens
can change the world. Indeed, it is the only thing that ever has.”

—Margaret Mead
LIBRARY HQ HOURS
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UPCOMING RPL HOLIDAYS/CLOSURES
August 31-September 2 Closed—Labor Day
November 11 Closed—Veterans Day

November 28 & 29 Closed—Thanksgiving Holiday




During 2023, Rowan County Literacy Council tutors
volunteered over 3,192 hours helping fellow Ro-
wan County residents improve their literacy skills.
On Monday, August 12, 2024, RCLC volunteers
were honored at a celebratory event in Rowan
Public Library’s Stanback Auditorium to recognize
their many achievements.

The Literacy Council presents plaques to tutors
who log their first 100 hours and gives brass plates
for each additional set of 100 hours volunteered.
The following tutors were given plaques for having
notched their first 100 hours: Ruby Sturcey, Antho-
ny D’Mello, Mary Ann Kerr, and Lina Drinkard.

Other veteran tutors were honored for additional
hours during 2023, as follows:

e 100 hours: Deb Chirico, Laurel Harry, Jenny
Hubbard, Diane Labovitz, Thomas Long, Liesa
Montag-Siegel, Anne Saunders, Debbie Scott,
Rita Sims, Toni Teeter, and Ed Tezlaf.

e 200 hours: Ethel Bamberg-Revis, Don Doering,
Susan Parker, Evelyn Uddin-Khan, and Jennifer
Welch.

Each year, the Literacy Council recognizes a new
tutor who has shown exemplary dedication and
spirit. For 2023, tutors Wendy Campbell and Jean
Wourster received the “Rookie of the Year” award.

TUTORS HONORED AT 2024 TUTOR APPRECIATION

Susan Parker was the recipient of the Catherine
Bernhardt Safrit Award for Extraordinary Volunteer
Service for 2023. Although Susan has only been a
volunteer since 2019, she has gone above and be-
yond the call of service. Susan frequently has three
or more students on her caseload and has become
an invaluable asset to our English as a Second Lan-
guage program. In her 5 years with RCLC, she has
volunteered over 1,100 hours.

Dedicated Service: Tutor Susan Parker was this
year’s Catherine Bernhardt Safrit Award winner.

Thank you to all of our tutors who volunteered in
2023. If you were unable to attend the event and
need to pick up your award, please stop by our
office!

All Star Volunteers: (Left to Right) Jean Wurster, Lina Drinkard, Debbie Scott, Ethel Bamberg-Revis,
Laurel Harry, Tony D’Mello, Ed Tezlaf, Deb Chirico, and Jennifer Welch.



The Buzz

RCLC WELCOMES NEW DIRECTOR CHRISTINA RARY

Christina Rary is an accomplished educator, director, and
community leader. Christina attended UNC-Chapel Hill,
where she graduated with highest honors. Her career be-
gan with the Teach for America program in inner-city
Charlotte. Her dedication to student and teacher success
elevated her to leadership roles, where she was named
Beginning Teacher of the Year and Campus Ambassador.

In 2018, Christina was hired by RSS as a WRHS Math
teacher. At West, Christina was selected for leadership

Welcome!: Christina Rary began her new

roles including school design team, project-based learning
. - . . role as Executive Director this July.
design leader, beginning teacher coach, and innovation

school ambassador.

During the pandemic, Christina was invited to support Summit Virtual Academy, RSS’s first vir-
tual school. She was awarded Teacher of the Year while leading as beginning teacher coach,

grade level chair, school design team, and the RSS strategic planning team.

While teaching, she earned her Master’s as a North Carolina Principal Fellow. During her princi-

pal internship at South Rowan, she was hired as the Assistant Principal at Isenberg Elementary.

Christina was then recruited into the non-profit sector as the Executive Director of Family Crisis
Council. In this role, Christina forged relationships with organizational and philanthropic leaders
throughout Rowan County. Most recently, Christina was a graduate of the Chamber of Com-
merce Leadership Rowan program and is currently the City of Salisbury Human Relations Com-

mission Chair and a director on the board for Rotary Club of Salisbury.

Christina believes in the transformative power of community-based learning and support. Her
experience in both education and non-profit sectors has positioned her to provide collaborative
leadership as an agent of change alongside Rowan Literacy Council. Christina enters as the Ex-
ecutive Director of Rowan Literacy Council with a strong understanding that a literate commu-
nity prospers. She is dedicated to improving the lives of Rowan adults, youth, and families by

enhancing literacy and life skills.

Christina and her husband, Marlowe Rary, are proud residents of Salisbury, NC. This fall, her
daughter Emerson joins the Dual Language Immersion program at Isenberg, and her son MJ
enters the 3-year-old class in pre-K. In her spare time, you can find her reading a book, listening

to a podcast, or running around Salisbury.



ANNUAL MEETING HIGHLIGHTS

This year’s annual meeting was held in conjunction with our Tutor
Appreciation luncheon. During 2023, the Rowan County Literacy
Council served 101 adult students across our Adult Basic Educa-
tion and English as a Second Language programs, and 67 Youth
Literacy students.

When students enroll in our adult programs, they take a test using
the CASAS testing system to measure their English reading and
listening comprehension. After 50 hours of instruction, they are
reassessed. In 2023, 91% of our reassessed ESL students increased
by at least 1 level.

2023 also saw a dramatic increase in demand for RCLC tutoring. In
2022, 45 adult students registered with RCLC for the first time. In
2023, that number jumped to 74 adults, representing a 64% in-

crease.

In the 2022-2023 school year, 70.5% of elementary students in
our Youth program gained 2 or more reading levels.

Overall, our dedicated tutors volunteered over 3,192 hours during
2023. Our work would not be possible without the ongoing sup-
port of our tutors, donors, funders, and community partners.
Thank you for helping make 2023 a success.

Acknowledgements

Executive Director Christina Rary presented the 2023 Year in
Review.

EARLY VOTING BEGINS
OCTOBER 17TH

Voting is one of the most
important rights of all U.S.
citizens, and a responsibility
that our newest citizens
take on with great respect
and anticipation.

Early voting for the 2024
general election begins on
Thursday, October 17th,
and ends at 3pm on Satur-
day, November 2nd.

Five early voting sites will
be open: the Rowan County
Board of Elections Office in
Salisbury, the Rowan Public
Library South Branch in Chi-
na Grove, the Rockwell
American Legion, the Spen-
cer Municipal Building, and
the Cleveland Town Hall.

Sites will be open from
8:00am until 7:30pm on
weekdays. Early Voting is
also available on Saturdays
from 8:00am until 3:00pm,
and Sundays from 1:00pm
until 5:00pm. Same day
registration is permitted
during Early Voting.

All NC voters will be asked
to show photo ID when
they check in to vote.

Election Day is Tuesday,
November 5th. Sample bal-
lots and more information
can be found on the State
Board of Elections website:

ncsbe.gov.



RCLC WHO’S WHO
2024 Board of Directors: BY TH E NUM B ERS cee

Allison Doby-President

Daniel Wallace-Vice President n 9.7% of families in Rowan County speak a language
Macon Stewart-Secretary n other than English at home.
Carol Lewis-Treasurer .

Scott Maddox

Davian Bllison n RCLC experienced a 64% increase in new students
Alissa Redmond 4 /n in 2023.

Ana Avila Araniba
Kaisha Brown

Karen Puckett

Teresa Ochoa Cofer RCLC tutors volunteered over 3,192 hours across
- S our Adult and Youth programs in 2023.

Vincia Benjamin Miller ’

Staff:

Christina Rary-Executive Director

Samantha Jones-Program Coordinator
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